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the group-soul, while the qualities developed by a single
tiger become the common property of all the tigers to be
born from that group-soul in the future, though in a lesser
degree than that in which they existed in the original tiger.
Thus appear inherited instincts, the continually repeated
experiences stored up in the group-soul, (accumulated
hereditary experiences ' in the new forms, and this ex-
plains why a duckling hatched by a ben takes to water
without having to learn swimming, why a chicken just out
of its shell will cower at the shadow of a hawk, and why
a bird, artificially hatched, knows how to make a nest,
without ever having seen one, according to the traditions
of its kind.

Reincarnation, therefore, is in reality a process
that affects all life in all organisms, though it is usully
thought of as peculiar to the souls of men. The life of
the rose that dies returns to its subdivision of the Rosaceae
group-soul, and then incarnates as another rose; the
puppy that dies of distemper returns to its Canidae group-
soul and later incarnates as a puppy of another litter.
With man the only difference is that, being an individual
consciousness, he does not at death return to any group-
soul, but reincarnates with all the faculties of his previous
lives as his exclusive possession without sharing them with
other individuals.

Q. How many physical bodies has each group-soul
attached to it ?

Ans. Countless millions of smaller insect bodies are
attached to one group-soul, quadrillions of flies or mosqui-
toes, millions of rats or mice, hundreds of thousands of
rabbits or sparrows; while a plant-soul has attached to
it an enormous number of plant bodies, perhaps, in some
cases of grass, a whole species.